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WooprRow WILSON AT DAVIDSON 


Woodrow Wilson entered Davidson College as a 
freshman in the fall of 1873. He remained at David- 
son for one year and then dropped out of college for a 
year because of sickness. After that he went to Prince- 
ton. There still persist a good many traditions and 
legends in connection with Woodrow Wilson’s student 
life at Davidson. We will look at some of these. 


Was HE EXPELLED FROM DAVIDSON? 


Not long ago we received a letter which read as 
follows: ‘‘I would like to know if President Woodrow 
Wilson was ever expelled from your College. If so, 
for what reason?.’’ The penmanship and name indi- 
cated that the writer was a high school boy. Another 
letter inquired whether Woodrow Wilson was expelled 
from Davidson for stealing coal. Incidentally, we may 
say in passing that coal was not used at Davidson until 
long after Wilson’s day. No, Woodrow Wilson was 
not expelled from Davidson. On the contrary, the 
College records show that he made 100 on deportment 
the whole time he was here. We wonder how such a 
legend got started. Perhaps some student who was 
expelled from some school was just looking around for 
comfort. Well, he will not get any comfort from 
Woodrew Wilson. Misconduct and expulsion do not 
lead to the White House or to success in life. 


Dip HE FAIL ON His STUDIES? 


Another legend that persists is that Woodrow 
Wilson failed on some or all of his studies. Those 
who make this inquiry seem to think that he was in a 
class with that other college student who telegraphed 
home to his older brother: ‘‘Flunked on everything. 
Prepare father.’’ The older brother promptly wired 
back: ‘‘Father prepared. Prepare yourself.’’ No, 
he was not in that class. The College records show 
that he made exceptionally good grades. Here they 
are: First semester: Logic and Rhetoric, 95; Greek, 87; 
Mathematics, 74; Composition, 96; and Declamation, 
92. Second semester: English, 97; Greek, 88; Latin, 
94; Mathematics, 88; Composition, 95; and Declama- 
tion, 92. There is only one poor grade in the lot, and 
that is the 74 on Mathematics the first semester. He 
was not prepared on that subject and had to enter the 
class on probation. Note that he pulled that grade up 
to 88 the second semester. 


Perhaps some student who was failing started that 
legend as a means of comfort to himself. However, if 


any one supposes that the way to the White House, or 
to success in life, lies along the way of failure in one’s 
studies, it is cold comfort that he will get from Wood- 
row Wilson’s record at Davidson. 


Nor was he simply a book-worm. The records 
show that he took a very active part in his lterary 
society and other campus activities. He belonged to 
the Eumanean Literary Society. The Minutes show 
that on December 1, 1873, less than three months after 
he entered College as a freshman, he led the negative 
in a debate on the query: ‘‘Resolved that Republican- 
ism is a Better Form of Government than a Limited 
Monarchy.’’ By the way, his writings in his maturer 
years indicate that he always thought the British form 
of government with its limited monarchy and a parlia- 
ment immediately responsible to the people, was a bet- 
ter form of government than our American form. On 
January 14, 1874 he delivered an original oration. On 
February 14th he read a composition. On February 
20th he debated on the affirmative side of the question : 
‘“‘Resolved That Our Government Should Force Our 
Children to Attend Free Schools.’’ These items show 
that he took a lively interest in his Literary Society 
and that he spoke on serious themes. The program 
cited above would look pretty heavy for a freshman of 
today. 


Was HE PROFANE? 


There is another legend which says that Woodrow 
Wilson interspersed his conversation with a good deal 
of profanity in his student days at Davidson. William 
Allen White, in his very interesting life of Wilson, 
repeats that legend. There are still men living who 
were at Davidson with Woodrow Wilson. None of 
them recall that he was profane. Not only so, but the 
Minutes of the Eumanean Society show that he was 
appointed by the students to lead the devotional exer- 
cises at the opening of the Society. Students who are 
profane do not usually care to lead devotional exer- 
cises. More than that, the students of a college do not 
usually select a profane fellow to lead them in prayer. 


Woodrow Wilson was always noted for his rever- 
ence. Mr. W. G. McAdoo in his Autobiography, 
‘‘Crowded Years’’, has an unusually fine chapter on 
Mr. Wilson. In that chapter he narrates an incident 
that one is not apt to forget. On one occasion he told 
President Wilson what he thought was a very funny 
story. As Mr. Wilson had a keen sense of humor, he 
expected him to laugh. Instead, Mr. Wilson looked 
very grave and said: ‘‘Mae, that story is sacrilegious.’’ 
Mr. McAdoo says that he never ventured another story 
of that kind on President Wilson. 


Speaking of Mr. Wilson’s reverence and prayer 
life, Mr. Melville Stone, founder of the Associated 
Press, narrates a striking incident in his Autobiogra- 
phy. He was in Paris at the Peace Conference. Pres- 
ident Wilson invited Lloyd George and other dis- 
tinguished members of the Peace Conference to dine 
with him in his hotel in Paris one day. Mr. Stone 
was also invited. As the guests gathered about the 
table, Mr. Wilson bowed his head and asked the bless- 
ing. Mr. Stone was the son of a Methodist minister, 
and was accustomed to grace at the table in his boy- 
hood days, but he says that he had never seen that done 
before on a state occasion by a distinguished official. 


Profanity and vulgarity do not lie on the road to 
the White House or to a successful life. 


Was HE A LONE FIGURE ON THE 
SIDE-LINES? 


There is still another legend to the effect that 
when Woodrow Wilson was a student at Davidson he 
wore spectacles and never took any part in the athletic 
games. This legend pictures him as a lone, lorn, be- 
spectacled boy standing on the side lines without any 
part in college activities. One biographer makes much 
of this. 


How different is the story told by former Govern- 
or Robert B. Glenn, of North Carolina, who was a 
classmate of Woodrow Wilson’s at Davidson College. 
We learn from him that Woodrow Wilson was a very 
valuable member of the Davidson baseball team for 
which Glenn was pitcher. In a written statement, Gov- 
ernor Glenn gave this description of an exciting base- 
ball game in which he and Woodrow Wilson had a 
part. It is as follows: 


‘Davidson was playing its strongest rival and in 
the last half of the ninth inning, with the opposing 
team up, the score stood four to three in favor of Dav- 
idson. The opponents had a man on first and second, 
with two out, and the next batsman was the strongest 
on the opposing team. I decided to give the batter 
four bad balls and take my chances with the next bat- 
ter who was weak. I threw a ball wide of the plate 
and to my surprise the batsman stepped out and hit it 
fairly. The two men on bases started to run, as did 
the batter, and it looked like a home-run. With the 
erack of the ball, Wilson started after it. Nobody be- 
lieved that he could get it, but just as it got over his 
head he leaped several feet in the air and the ball hit 
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